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In the run-up to the Republican National Convention this month and the 

November elections, Democrats and Republicans are vying for the black 

vote. No more was this evident than at the Democratic National 

Convention when the Rev. Al Sharpton "rocked the house" with an impassioned speech about the failings of the Bush administration and how Sen. John Kerry will help fulfill the hopes of African-Americans. The speech was so well received by Democrats that blacks and whites alike gyrated and cheered in unity.

By embracing the falsehood that the Republican Party was founded on racism and broken promises and has made no contribution to the plight of African-Americans, Democrats seek to mislead America, particularly blacks, into believing that the GOP is responsible for reneging on a promise to give all blacks "40 acres and a mule."

While I believe that the United States owes a debt to African-Americans 

for enslavement and legal segregation, I strongly object to Sharpton's 

attempts to hold the Republican Party solely responsible for such evils. This is not to say that the GOP has or is living up to its "pro-black" radical Republican roots, because it clearly has not and is not. Bush must truly engage substantive issues that are important to African-Americans before asking blacks to vote for the GOP. If Democrats are correct that the black vote must be earned, neither party is worthy of our vote today. That said it is important to place some of the Democratic Party's propaganda in context.

All African-Americans were not promised and are not entitled to 40 acres and a mule. This myth is borne out of the skewed interpretation of the history of "Field Order 15," issued by Gen. William T. Sherman in January 1865, which set aside lands seized from the Confederacy, including all the sea islands from Charleston to Port Royal, and portions of abandoned plantation lands extending 30 miles inland along the coasts of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, for the exclusive settlement of free blacks in 40-acre plots or less. The order seems to have been adopted under the authority of the Freedman Act and was intended only to grant lands to freedmen who supported Sherman's Union Army and makes no mention of mules or donkeys. Approximately 40,000 blacks settled on the lands distributed in Field Order 15 with the assistance of the Union military and under the supervision of the Freedmen's Bureau.

However, it was Lincoln's successor, Democratic President Andrew Johnson, who rescinded Sherman's order by pardoning members and sympathizers of the Confederate Army and thereafter confiscating and dispossessing blacks of their property, forcing them to work on farms they previously owned. In order for blacks to farm their own crops they were forced to grow crops for their Confederate dispossessors--giving birth to the exploitive system of sharecropping.

From this background it is clear that not all blacks were promised 40 

acres and a mule, only those who supported Sherman. Hence, we African-Americans need to stop asking for unpromised land and animals and begin to practice self-help by "investing" a more significant portion of our 

$600 billion in consumer spending power into appreciable things, such as land, as opposed to depreciable goods, such as automobiles.

What Democrats fail to mention is that at perhaps the most critical 

juncture in American history, certainly for black Americans, Republicans fashioned and passed critical legislation over the opposition of Democrats, including the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery (1865), the 1866 Civil Rights Act granting blacks the same rights as whites, and the 14th and 15th Amendments guaranteeing civil and political rights, including access to the ballot for black men. It was the gains made during Reconstruction that allowed for more than a dozen blacks to serve in Congress before the end of the 19th Century. It was this legislation that laid the groundwork for the second "Reconstruction" during the 1960s.

The point is that Democrats often give an inaccurate historical depiction of the relationship between African-Americans and the Republican Party. The Republican Party was the original party of African-Americans. African-Americans have a conservative tradition and heritage in the U.S. that is independent of white conservatism and patently different than the brand peddled by many black Republican propagandists. It is this original brand of conservatism and its progressive and principled legacy that must be awakened in the consciousness of black people.

Most African-Americans are politically, socially and culturally conservative and should pressure the GOP to challenge its current patrons to honor the legacy of its black and white Radical Republican founders. We should never be fooled by hollow paradigms of compassion, slick and entertaining political preachers or persuasive neo-buffoonery, but rather, be guided by righteousness and a legacy of struggle regardless of our political affiliations. For now, this black man will conserve a royal legacy and independently ride the elephant as my ancestors have on two continents.
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